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Samuel Morris
Sescjuicentennial Sculpture
by
Kenneth G. Ryden
October 6, 1995
Samuel Morris, as he became known, was the
son of a Kru tribal chief and a prince among
his people. The Samuel Morris Sculpture
features three life-size bronze figures creating a
narrative symbol of his Spirit-filled life (18731893). As a Taylor University student in 189193, Morris' life exemplified profound devotion
to serving God. The story of his life and his
concerns for others not yet aware of God's
truths made a vital contribution to the develop
ment of the University.
The entire composition serves as a symbol of
God's power to awaken a soul and inspire a
life of obedience, trust and faithful service.
Three figurative components, THE MOMENT
OF TRUTH, HEEDING THE CALL and SHAR
ING THE WORD, are united by circular motifs
representing passages, eternity, and the Trinity.
The early Christian symbol, the ichthus (fish)
is also visible.

Who Was Samuel Morris?
One who knows nothing of Samuel Morris' brief life
might wonder at his fame. His simple tombstone in Fort
Wayne's Lindenwood Cemetery belies any worldly claim
to fame.
Though called Samuel Morris by those who knew him,
his African name was Kaboo (known in Africa as Kubah).
Born the son of a chief of the Kru, a Liberian tribe, about
1873, the first half of his life was filled with tribal wars,
slavery and suffering. He was twice held for ransom by a
conquering tribe; the cruelty of his second enslavement
so great that he made a desperate escape to the seacoast
where he found work on a plantation. There he began to
learn the ways of a strange new culture which would
soon bring important changes in his life.
Samuel was deeply moved by the religion of the mission
aries whom he met in Monrovia, the capital of Liberia,
and the fervor of his dramatic conversion experience
characterized his life until his untimely death.
Morris was consumed by the desire to return to his peo
ple to share with them about the "Father" he had found.
He was advised that he would have to have an education
to preach, which meant an arduous trip to the United
States with little money but great hope.
Despite seasickness and a fear of the ship's high rigging,
Samuel worked for his passage to New York City. He
made his way to Stephen Merritt, former secretary to
Methodist Episcopal Bishop William Taylor.
The Reverend Merritt's account of Samuel's brief stay in
New York was the first of many to document the spiritu
al influence of this young man's life. Merritt attributed
no less than ten thousand conversions in the years of his
pastorate to the moving words of faith which Samuel
spoke to the congregation. The efforts of the Reverend
Merritt brought Samuel Morris to Fort Wayne and Taylor
University.
Taylor University was struggling financially when it
made its investment in the young African. The only col
lateral was the human spirit of Samuel Morris, but the
dividends from the young man's brief sojourn would be
far more valuable than money.
Samuel approached his education with the enthusiasm
of his faith with every effort directed toward becoming a
medical missionary to serve the physical and spiritual
needs of his people in Africa.

The confines of the Taylor campus at the west end of
Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, were never a limit to Morris'
activities. He often spoke at the African Methodist
Episcopal Church and the Berry Street Methodist
Episcopal Church. His numerous activities and the harsh
winter of 1892-93 contributed to the illness which
would bring the end of Samuel Morris' physical presence
on earth.
The energetic young African contracted a severe cold in
January, 1893. Although unable to overcome the effects
of his illness, he tried to hide his condition, and was
finally transported to St. Joseph Hospital, where he died
in May, 1893.
The effects of Samuel Morris' life gained impetus at his
death. The immediate impact of his passing fell heavy on
fellow students at Taylor and on the many people he had
inspired in Fort Wayne churches. However, grief was
replaced by the powerful spiritual force which memories
of his faith and love generated.
Though finances were still a grave problem, Taylor
University faculty members and students found renewed
strength and zeal from the example of their late friend.
Monetary gifts came from around the world from those
who had been moved by the story of the African youth
in Fort Wayne. Samuel had only $8.00 when he died;
however, his life brought tens of thousands of dollars to
save a university which would go on to train hundreds of
missionaries to do the same work to which the humble
African youth had consecrated himself.
The memory of Samuel Morris has been continued over
the years by an appreciative Taylor University. In 1908 a
dormitory, Samuel Morris Hall, was constructed on the
Upland campus. Twenty years later the class of 1928
replaced the simple gravestone which first marked his
grave. His memory remains in the following words:

Samuel Morris

1873-1893
Prince Kaboo
Native of West Africa
Famous Christian Mystic
Apostle of Simple Faith
Exponent of the Spirit-filled Life
Student at Taylor University 1892-3
Fort Wayne, now located at Upland,
Indiana. The story of his life
a vital contribution to the
development of Taylor University

Samuel Morris Sculpture Dedication
and Sesquicentennial Launch
HEEDING THE CALL
Citation reading - Yeow Beng Moses Tan,
Singapore

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1995

I.

Processional - Kum Ba Yah, African Drums
Verse 1. Kum Ba Yah, my Lord
Verse 2. Someone's praying, Lord
Verse 3. Someone's crying, Lord
Verse 4. Someone needs you, Lord
Verse 5. Someone's singing, Lord
Verse 6. Let us praise the Lord

SHARING THE WORD
Citation reading - Rebekka Dieterich,
Germany
VIII. Dedication
Daryl R. Yost, Provost/Executive Vice
President, and Students
Scripture Reading - Matthew 28:16-20
(English) -Devan Jonklaas, United
Arab Emerates
(Kiswahili)- James Murage Njoroge,
Kenya
Prayer of Dedication

Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual
Taylor University Symphonic Band
Albert Harrison, Professor of Music,
directing
II.

Dedication Ceremony
Jay Kesler, President, presiding

III.

Invocation - Heather Shimko, Student
Body President

IV.

Scripture Reading - John 14:15-18, 25-27
(English) - Tarn Smith, England
(Kiswahili) - James Murage Njoroge, Kenya

V.

Memorial Acknowledgment and Schmitz
Family Appreciation - Charles R. Jaggers,
Vice President for University Relations

VI. Statue Concept and Reflections on the
Project - Kenneth G. Ryden, Sculptor
VII. Unveiling - Students and Charles R. laggers
THE MOMENT OF TRUTH
Citation reading - Abagail James, Bahamas

IX.

I

Remarks - President Kesler

X.

Benediction
(English) - Angela Angelovska, Former
Republic of Yugoslavia
(Kiswahili)- James Murage Njoroge, Kenya

XI.

Closing Hymn - Spirit of God, Descend
Upon My Heart
Richard Parker, Professor of Music, leading
Men of Morris Hall - verses 1-3
All (with instruments) - verse 4
All (a cappella) - verse 5

Unveiling Assistants
Tomoko Tahara, Japan
Elan Rajamani, Singapore
Seolley Ahn, Korea
Tze Wei Ong, Singapore
Patrik Matthews, Ireland
Shadrack Kioko Kilemba, Kenya

Spirit of God,
Descend Upon My Heart
Croly/Atkinson

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art,
And make me love Thee as I ought to love.
2. I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
No sudden rending of the veil of clay,
No angel visitant, no opening skies:
But take the dimness of my soul away.
3. Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King?
All, all Thine own soul, heart and strength
and mind!
I see Thy cross there - teach my heart to cling:
O let me seek Thee, and O let me find!
4. Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh;
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
Teach me the patience of unanswered praye
5. Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love.
One holy passion filling all my frame;
The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame.
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Schmitz Memorial
Sculpture and Park

The Samuel Morris Sesquicentennial
Sculpture and surrounding park area
were given in loving memory of
Richard H. Schmitz

Richard H. Schmitz
September 19, 1930 - November 22,1978
Christian Businessman
Persevering Entrepreneur
Dedicated Church Member
Thoughtful Friend
Community-minded Citizen
Outdoorsman
Loving Husband and Father

Richard's life was a testimony of
devotion to God, family, friends, and
community. He left a legacy of life lived
to its fullest. This legacy continues on
through his wife Martha, their children,
and their families whose generous gifts
made this memorial possible.

October 6, 1995
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Depicting Samuel Morris' flight out of
bondage through the jungle wilderness
with a God-given sense* of meaning and
mission, this sculpture serves as a univer
sal symbol for following God's leading
with unswerving commitment. The foun
tains represent the wilderness, and God's
ability to prepare the way.

The Moment of Truth
Samuel Morris, at approximately 15 years of
age, near death (showing open wounds from
whippings), in captivity, lying on the
groupd, at the 'monjent' he encounters the
existence of a loving God. The reflection
pool with a circle of lights illuminates the
sculpture from within, thus symbolizing
God's endless arid unconditional love and
His protection.
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Sharing the Word •
This figure depicts Samuel Morris as a
Taylor University student sharing the Word
of the God he loved so much. Though he
died at an early age, his life's example
had an immediate and positive impact
on students and faculty because bf his
evident and sincere communion with God.

The Artist.
Artist-sculptor Kenneth G. Ryden is an Artist-inResidence and Full Professor of Art at Anderson
University, Anderson, Indiana. Born in Chicago and a
native of the Midwest, he is a veteran of numerous oneman, two person, juried £nd invitational exhibitions.
t

Ryden earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the
University of Wisconsin, Superior, Wisconsin and a
Master of Fine Arts degree from The University of Kansas.
Further studies in drawing, through Eastern Illinois
University, have taken place in Holland and England.
Specialized instruction in hot glass processes occurred at
The Marcolin Art Crystal in Ronneby, Sweden.
Mr. Ryden headed the graduate sculpture program at
Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, and chaired"
the art program at Greenville College and Anderson
University. The Greenville College Alumni Association
selected him to receive their Faculty of the Year award in
1982. He has completed numerous public commissions,
lectured and conducted workshops widely and is includ
ed in many private collections.
i
Mr. Ryden is a member of the Arts Club of Washington,
D.C. and the International Platform Association. He is
represented by both the Prairie House Gallery in
• Springfield, Illinois, and the Neville-Sargent Gallery in
Chicago. He is listed in Who's Who in International Arts
and Antiques, Who's Who in the Midwest, and Who's Who
in American Art.
Kenneth Ryden's outdoor commission work is most
• often figurative in concept and cast bronze in material.
Much of his additional work serves as maquettes for larg
er pieces. He often employs seemingly opposing materi
als such as glass and bronze.
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